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that the nursing sisters of a French asylum recognized that a patient's behaviour
seemed to be that ofan epileptic, but she does notfall. 'Les religieuses me disent: "elle
est mechante comme uneepileptique, mais ellene tombepas." '
The revision has taken into account such concepts as psychomotor epilepsy and
temporal lobe epilepsy, 'which were as yet rare or non-existent at the writing of the
first edition'. This has added to the value of the book, without detracting from the
author's aim 'to letthe past speak foritselfand to bringit near tothe understanding of
the modem reader'. JOHN CULE
MeaJcal History and Medical Care (a symposium of perspectives, arranged by the
Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust and the Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation), ed. by
G.McLACHLAN andT.McKEOWN, OxfordUniversityPress, 1971,pp.xii, 244, £3.00.
In October 1970 a symposium under this title was held in London under thejoint
auspices ofthe Nuffield Provincial Hospitals Trust and the Josiah Macy Jr. Founda-
tion. Except for the two Nuffield trustees, the twenty-four participants were medical
men, each one distinguished in one or other branch ofhis profession. The papers sub-
mitted to the symposium are reproduced in full, after they had been revised by the
contributors in the light of the context of the other papers and the discussion which
followed their presentation. The result is a uniform and readable book: a feature
whichis not oftenachieved in similar reports. The first paper, which is anabridgement
ofDr. McKeown's inaugural lecture to the Society forthe Social History ofMedicine,
sets the tone for those which follow. Next comes a short, masterly, and necessary,
statement by Dr. John Z. Bowers, president ofthe Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation, ofthe
changeswhichhave takenplace intheeducation ofthedoctorinthe U.S.A. duringthis
century. A second paper by Dr. McKeown outlines thehistoricalappraisal ofthe tasks
which lie ahead, and this theme is developed in the subsequent papers. Prof. George
Rosen reviews the historical trends and future prospects in public health both in the
United Kingdom and the U.S.A. SirJohn Brotherston gives agood,concise evaluation
ofmedical practice, concentrating chiefly on familydoctoring, and lookingaslant into
the future. Dr. Paul J. Sanazaro deals with and compares the development of the
hospitals and health services in both countries. Prof. Bernard Towers, while admitting
the glowing promise ofthe computer in the service ofmedicine, throws doubt on the
value ofthe present dominance oftechnology over clinical medicine at the expense of
care, caritas; a situation ofwhich we are all aware but onewhich we seldom find stated
in such forthright terms. Dr. Rasi Fein, professor of the economics of medicine at
Harvard, in a closely argued paper deals with the economic benefits of health pro-
grammes. The summing upbyProf. Henry Milleris livelyand controversial.
In his opening paper Dr. McKeown remarks that 'if social history is history with
politics left out, the socialhistory ofmedicine ismedical historywiththepublicinterest
put in'. This definition by analogy is good, but we still concentrate too much on how
medical care is and has been handed out and too little on how it is and has been re-
ceived. Dr. Towers throws doubt on the wisdom ofmany ofthe things that we do to
our patients, but has it not always been so? The bleedings, purgings and sweatings of
past ages would have been defended by their advocates quite as valiantly as the re-
placement therapists oftodayjustify theirends.
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Eachpaperin this volume presents new ideas and freshfacts. Planners, about whom
we hear less today than we did twenty years ago, will find much ofvalue in this book,
forit demonstrates moreclearlythanmostthat 'What'spastisprologue'.
R. M. S. MCCONAGHEY
Preventive Medicine in World War II, Vol. IX; SpecialFields, ed. by R. S. ANDERSON,
E. C. HOFF, and P. M. HOFF, Washington, D. C. Office of the Surgeon General,
Department oftheArmy, 1971, pp. xxii, 650, illus., $8.00.
The latest volume to be issued on the medical history of the United States army in
World War II is that on 'Special Fields in Preventive Medicine'. The special fielas are
those subjects which did not fit readily into other volumes and, as one might expect,
cover a very wide range-e.g. training, health education, medical intelligence, enemy
prisoners ofwar, etc.-butallarerelevanttopreventivemedicine.
Each special field is dealt with by its own experts, but all are written with honesty,
clarity and authority, so that they are a pleasure to read. The volume is full of com-
monsense, and the mistakes as well as the successes are included so that the lessons
learned remain with the reader; it is a book we can all profit from, even though the
appeal ofthe various special fields will differ in accordance with our different interests
andexperiences.
This volume is worthy ofits predecessors in the series, for not onlyis its production
ofthe same high standard, but the contents, despite the many different contributors,
are ofauniformexcellence, forwhichtheeditorialstaffdeserveeverycredit.
ALASTAIR MACLENNAN
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